
OTTAWA — Transport Can-
ada's Office of Boating 
Safety in partnership with 
Cold Water Boot Camp, an 
education campaign, would 
like to raise awareness 
among Canadian boaters of 
the deadly effects of cold 
water during the fall season 
and remind boaters of im-
portant safety rules when 
navigating on cold water.  

The Office of Boating Safety 
has been working with the 
Canadian Safe Boating 
Council, one of the major 
partners supporting this new 
initiative, and other organi-
zations to implement Cold 
Water Boot Camp, which 
was approved in 2007 to run 
for three years. The Govern-
ment of Canada is contribut-
ing a total of $424,700 to 
this program through the 

Search and Rescue New 
Initiatives Fund, managed 
by the National Search and 
Rescue Secretariat.  

"The Government of Can-
ada is concerned with the 
average of 149 people who 
die every year due to cold 
water immersion," said the 
Honourable Lawrence   
Cannon, Minister of Trans-
port, Infrastructure and 
Communities. "This new 
initiative is providing Cana-
dians with an education pro-
gram to inform, motivate 
and change their behaviour, 
and to increase the survival 
of boaters when navigating 
in cold water."  

The best-case scenario for 
cold water immersion is to 
reduce or prevent the risk of 
falling overboard or capsiz-
ing. It can be as simple as 

not overloading your boat or 
avoiding heavy wave condi-
tions. Always ensure that 
everyone is wearing a Ca-
nadian-approved lifejacket 
because accidents can hap-
pen quickly and it is difficult 
to put a lifejacket on in the 
water.  

"People mistakenly think if 
they can swim, they don't 
need a lifejacket. But when 
water is cold, sudden im-
mersion can cause cold 
shock, involuntary gasping 
and deep hyperventilation. 
This is followed by cold in-
capacitation and in a short 
time, as the muscles and 
nerves in the limbs get cold, 
a person will lose the ability 
to self rescue or even 
swim," said Ted Rankine, 
Director of the Canadian 

(Continued on page 4) 

As 2010 comes to an end and 
the boats are put away for the 
season.  We at Massel’s Ma-
rine would like to extent a 
heart felt thank you to all of 
our customers, new and long 
term.   

It was pleasure to assist each 
and everyone of you. whether 
it was routine service, com-
plex diagnostics or helping 
you get into the Boat or 
Snowmobile of your dreams; 
every customer added to our 
success in 2010. 

With the changing of the 
weather our thoughts at Mas-
sel’s Marine begin to change 
as well.  What some of you 
may not know is that along 
with being Southwestern On-
tario’s premier Legend Boat 
and Mercury Marine Dealer 
we are also a long standing 
Yamaha Snowmobile Dealer  

& snowmobile  parts, acces-
sory and service centre.   

So come in check out Ya-
maha’s 2011 line up of four 
stroke performance sleds as 
well as the great deals we 
have on non-current and used 
sleds.    

In keeping with the cold 
weather theme, this months 
Newsletter focuses on a very 
real cold weather danger for 
boaters and snowmobilers 
alike; Hypothermia.   

It is my hope this will be an 
informative look into the 
causes, effects and treatment 
of hypothermia; and help you 
prevent and/or be better pre-
pared in the event that you or 
someone your enjoying the 
day with comes  face to face 
with this cold weather condi-
tion.  

In closing  on behalf of the 
entire Massel’s Marine team 
(Bill, Carol, Rob, Chris, Larry, 
Wayne, and Simon) we would 
like to  wish you all a...  

Very  Merry Christmas  

and a  Safe and  

Happy New Year!!! 
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Port and Starboard are nautical terms which refer to the left and right sides 

(respectively) of a ship or aircraft as perceived by a person on board facing the bow 

(front). At night, the port side of a vessel is indicated with a red navigation light and the 

starboard side with a green one. 

(Continued on page 5) 

 
This is a serious medical condition requiring proper handling 

and treatment, and in severe cases, immediate transport to a 

medical facility. There are some specific things you can do to 

help stabilize the individual prior to the arrival of paramedics.  

 

 Great care must be taken in handling a moderate or se-

verely hypothermic person. Extraction from the water must 

be as gentle as possible to avoid ventricular fibrillation. 

Nothing should be rubbed or manipulated. The person 

should be placed in a horizontal position, wet clothing gen-

tly cut from the body, and insulated as best as possible us-

ing dry blankets, clothing or other protective materials. If 

shelter is available, keep the person protected from the 

elements and insulated from the cold ground or snow using 

sleeping bags, clothing, backpacks or even evergreen 

boughs.  

 

 If vital signs are present, the person should be warmed up 

as previously described but not allowed to sit or stand until 

warmed up. Under no circumstances should the person be 

placed in a warm shower or bath. No oral fluids or food 

should be given and no attempts should be made to warm 

up with exercise, including walking.  

 

In any hypothermic individual, core body temperature contin-

ues to decrease after rescue. It is called "afterdrop" and may 

last many hours in a moderate to severely hypothermic person 

when no shivering is present and metabolic heat production 

may be less than 50 per cent of normal. Gradual warming of 

the heart will help avoid cardiac arrest and ventricular fibrilla-

tion.  
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on the current promotions, Advanced listings of our used products, and chances to WIN 
with fan contests.     

 
If there is no way to get to a medical facility 
within 30 minutes, a mildly hypothermic per-
son should be warmed up as follows:  

 

 Shivering is a very effective process, espe-

cially when the person is well insulated. 
Shivering should be fuelled by calorie re-
placement with fluids containing sugars. 
The sugar content is actually more impor-
tant than the heat in warm liquids. Make 

sure that the person is capable of ingesting 

liquids without aspirating. Alcohol and to-
bacco use should not be permitted because 
they constrict blood flow.  

 

 External heat can be applied to high heat 

transfer areas such as the chest and un-

derarms. Active heating of the skin is 
beneficial as it increases comfort, pre-
serves energy stores and reduces cardio-
vascular stress. 

  

 Light exercise such as walking produces 

heat but should only be attempted after a 

mildly hypothermic person is dry, has had 
calorie replacement and has been stable 

for at least 30 minutes. A warm shower or 
bath should never be given as part of the 
warming process.  
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A fishy quiz 
 

The Fish Got Away    

Little Johnny, burst into the house, crying his 
eyes out. His Mama asked him what the prob-
lem was. "Pop and I were fishing, and he 
hooked a giant fish. Really big. Then, while 
reeling it in, the line busted and the fish got 
away." 
 
"Now come on, Johnny,"" his mother said, "a 
big boy like you shouldn't be crying about an 
accident like that. You should have laughed." 
 
"That's what I did, Mama."  

 

Priceless... 

Two redneck guys go on a fishing trip. They 

rent all the equipment: the reels, the rods, the 

wading suits, the rowboat, the car, and even a 

cabin in the woods. They spend a fortune.  

 

The first day they go fishing, but they don't 

catch anything. The same thing happens on 

the second day, and on the third day. It goes 

on like this until finally, on the last day of their 

vacation, one of the men catches a fish. As 

they're driving home they're really depressed. 

One guy turns to the other and says, "Do you 

realize that this one lousy fish we caught cost 

us fifteen hundred dollars?"  

 

The other guy says, "Wow! It's a good thing we 

didn't catch any more!" 

 The Perfect Gift 

 Get one for the special boater in 

your life. 

 Guaranteed to fit 

 Available in Any Denomination 

1. Approximately how many 

species of fish are there 

worldwide?  

a. 9,000 

b. 27,000 

c. 56,000 

d. 72,000 

 

2. How many different varieties 

of goldfish are there? 

a. 20 

b. 50 

c. 100 

d. 250 

 

3. What is the fastest fish? 

a. Swordfish 

b. Racing Shark 

c. Mako Shark 

d. Sailfish 

 

4. What is the most poisonous 

fish? 

a. Needle fish 

b. Rice fish 

c. Puffer fish 

d. Snail fish 

 

5. In the movie Finding Nemo, what 

kind of fish is Nemo? 

a. Guppy 

b. Mackerel 

c. Marlin 

d. Clownfish 

 

6. What is the largest species of 

fish? 

a. Giant Gourami 

b. Bluefin Tuna 

c. Whale Shark 

d. Blue Whale 

 

7. What is the smallest species of 

fish? 

a. Dwarf Goby Fish 

b. Stout Infantfish 

c. Tadpole Cod 

d. Stargazer 

 

8. How many teeth can a shark grow 

during its lifetime?  

a. 500 

b. 5,000 

c. 50,000 

d. 500,000 

(Answers on page 5) 

Call now and we will mail the gift certificate to you  in time for the holidays. (orders must be received by December 13th.)   



Safe Boating Council. 
"Far too many people die 
within swimming distance 
of safety, such as a boat, 
dock or the shore, be-
cause of the initial effects 
of cold water immersion."  

It's important to know that 
you lose body heat 25 
times faster in water than 
in air at the same temperature, and that factor can be increased 
substantially with movement like swimming if you are not wear-
ing thermal protection. The best choice in flotation equipment for 
cold water immersion is a type that offers maximum thermal pro-
tection such as a floater jacket and pants or a one-piece survival 
suit. If you find yourself in cold water, in addition to having proper 
flotation, there are some things you can do to delay the onset of 
hypothermia. Using the Heat Escape Lessening Position will 
help conserve body heat. If you're alone, drawing your legs up 
close to your chest and wrapping your arms around them in a 
tuck position will help conserve body heat. If you're in a group, 
huddling together as close as possible will also help conserve 
body heat.  

As part of the project campaign, nine volunteers offered to dem-
onstrate the dangerous effects of cold water by jumping in and 
experiencing firsthand what happens in 6°C water. For more 
information, or to see what really happens during cold water im-
mersion, please visit  www.coldwaterbootcamp.com.  

(Continued from page 1) 

 
1- You must keep your airway clear or run 

the risk of drowning. The "gasp" reflex caused 

by cold shock will pass in about one minute. Dur-

ing that time don't panic, but get control of your 

breathing. Wearing a lifejacket during this phase 

is critically important to keep you afloat so you 

can concentrate on getting your breathing under 

control.  

 

2- Focus on self rescue. If that isn't possible, be 

aware that you will become incapacitated and un-

able to swim. Wearing a lifejacket will allow you to 

keep your head above water and your airway 

clear while waiting for rescue.  

 

3- Delay hypothermia. Even in ice water, with-

out proper thermal protection it could take ap-

proximately one hour before you become uncon-

scious due to hypothermia. If you understand the 

signs of hypothermia, the techniques to delay it 

including self rescue, and how to effectively call 

for help, your chances of survival and rescue will 

be dramatically increased.   

“People mistakenly think if 

they can swim, they don't 

need a lifejacket.”  
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2009   APEX GT 

Powerful Genesis® 150FI  

A trail versatility sled with all 
the bells and whistles. 

2010  FX NYTRO ER 

Genesis® 130FI.   

Track tested for aggressive 
rough trail shredders. 



the 2011 Mercury  

Calendars are here. 

(featuring the  artwork 

of Robert VanNood)  

Come by and pick-up 

your free calendar  

today.   
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Starboard 

The origin of the term starboard comes from early boating prac-
tices. Before ships had rudders on their centerlines, they were 
steered by use of a specialized steering oar. This oar was held 
by an oarsman located in the stern (back) of the ship. However, 
like most of society, there were many more right-handed sailors 
than left-handed sailors. This meant that the steering oar (which 
had been broadened to provide better control) used to be affixed 
to the right side of the ship. The word starboard comes from Old 
English steorbord, literally meaning the side on which the ship is 
steered, descendant from the Old Norse words stýri meaning 
"rudder" (from the verb stýra, literally "being at the helm", "having 
a hand in") and borð meaning etymologically "board", then the 
"side of a ship". 

Port 

An archaic version of "port" is larboard, which itself derives from 
Middle-English ladebord via corruption in the 16th century by 
association with starboard. The term larboard, when shouted in 
the wind, was presumably too easy to confuse with starboard[1] 
and so the word port came to replace it. Port is derived from the 
practice of sailors mooring ships on the left side at ports in order 
to prevent the steering oar from being crushed 

(Continued from page 2) 

Hypothermia can be divided into mild, moderate and severe stages1 . The following chart lists the signs and 

symptoms used in the classification of these three stages.  

 
1Hypothermia, Frostbite and other Cold Injuries. G Giesbrecht and J.Wilkerson, second edition 2006  

Classifications of  

Hypothermia 

Core Body Tem-

perature 

Patient's Ability to  

Rewarm Without  

External Heat Source 

Clinical Presentation of  

Hypothermic Patient 

Normal 
Above 95°F 

35°C 
N/A 

- Cold sensation 

- Shivering 

Mild 
95-90°F 

35-32°C 
Good 

Physical impairment 

- Fine motor 

- Gross motor 

Mental impairment 

- Complex 

- Simple 

Moderate 
90-82°F 

32-28°C 
Limited 

Below 90°F (32°C) shivering stops 

Below 86°F (30°C) consciousness is 

lost 

Severe 

Below 82°F 

28°C 
Unable 

- Rigidity 

- Vital signs reduced or absent 

- Severe risk of mechanically stimu-

lated ventricular fibrillation (VF) 

(rough handling) 

Below 77°F 

25°C 
Unable 

- Spontaneous ventricular fibrillation 

(VF) 

- Cardiac arrest 
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Toronto International Boat Show 

Jan 8th—16th, 2011 
 

ENJOY THE SHOW THEN… 
SHOP CLOSE TO HOME!!! 

 

Massel’s Marine will  match the deal on any  
Legend boat package offered at the  Show.   

 

{Boat must be an In-Stock Current Model} 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/mediaroom/releases-nat-2008-08-h221e-3032.htm#note


1. b). There are approximately 27,000 known species of fish, easily 

making them the most diverse group of vertebrates, and scientists 

estimate that there are still thousands of fish species yet to be dis-

covered!  

 

2. c). There are over a hundred different varieties of goldfish, classified 

by color, body shape, finnage and outgrowth of the eyes. Some 

common varieties of goldfish include the Comet, the Fantail, the 

Oranda, the Shubunkin, and the Black Moor. Perhaps the most 

popular of all aquarium fish, goldfish have been known to live up to 

25 years! 

 

3. d). Although it is, of course, extremely difficult to measure the swim-

ming speed of large fish in the wild, the cosmopolitan sailfish 

(Istiophorus platypterus) is considered by many experts to be the 

fastest fish in the world. It has been clocked at speeds of 110 km/h 

(68 mph). The average fish would be hard-pressed to reach 20 km/h 

(12 mph). 

 

4. c). The most poisonous fish (to eat) is the puffer fish whose ovaries, 

eggs, blood, liver, intestines and skin contain a fatally poisonous 

toxin called tetrodotoxin. Less than 0.1 g (0.004 oz) of this toxin is 

enough to kill an adult in as little as 20 minutes. Ironically, the poison-

ous puffer fish is considered a delicacy in Japan. Although the poison 

is generally removed before they are served, eating puffer fish can 

still be fatal if the fish was improperly prepared. In some countries, a 

chef must be certified in order to serve puffer fish because the poi-

sonous parts of the puffer differ slightly from species to species 

(there are about 120 different species of puffer fish). About 100 

diners die each year after eating puffer fish. 

 

38 Milton Street 

New Hamburg, ON    N3A 1N9 

 

Phone: 519-662-1650 

Fax: 519-662-3634 

E-mail: 

newsletter@masselsmarine.com 

www.masselsmarine.com 

“Over 75 Years of Service 
Excellence” 

(Answers from Page 3) 

5. d). In the movie Finding Nemo, Nemo is a clownfish (Amphiprion 

ocellaris). Because of the dangers of reef life for such a small, 

brightly colored fish, clownfish in the wild tend to develop a relation-

ship with sea anemones (clownfish are one of the few species that 

can avoid the stings of these anemones) which provides them with 

some added protection. In a safe aquarium environment, however, 

this relationship is unnecessary. Due to the popularity of Finding 

Nemo, public demand for pet clownfish nearly tripled after its release. 

 

6. c). Reaching an average length of 45 feet and weighing up to 15 

tons, the Whale Shark (Rhincodon typus) is generally considered 

the largest species of fish in the world. One specimen captured in the 

Gulf of Thailand in 1919 measured an incredible 59 feet! Not related 

to whales (which are mammals, not fish), the Whale Shark probably 

earned its name because of its abnormally large size as well as the 

fact that, like whales, it is a filter feeder, swimming with its mouth 

open in order to suck up plankton and small sea creatures. 

 

7. b). Measuring only 7mm (about the width of a pencil), the stout 

infantfish holds the record for world's smallest fish. It lives around 

Australia's Great Barrier Reef and is thought to have a lifespan of 

only two months. Prior to the discovery of the stout infantfish, the 

dwarf goby fish was generally considered the world's smallest fish. 

 

8. c). When a shark loses a tooth, a new tooth grows in to replace it. In 

fact, below each tooth (inside the gums) are up to 7 layers of re-

placement teeth, just waiting to grow in. Some species of sharks 

have been known to shed as many as 50,000 teeth during their 

lifetime! 
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Rob Massel  -  Service Manager 

Rob will endeavor to serve your 
unique Marine & snowmobile 
needs.  His friendly smile and quiet 
efficiency are both appreciated and 
relied upon by our many long term 
customers.  Rob grew up in the 
business which provides him with a 
depth of experience that shows in 
his competence in helping answer 
your service, parts or accessory 
questions 


